Potential CEF / EDC Biomass Renewable Energy Projects in KZN

It is appreciated that CEF is already involved with a number of biomass renewable energy projects in RSA such as the 8,8 MW project in George with C & EO (Pty) Ltd.
Similarly it is appreciated that some of the project promoters in KZN have had some contact with CEF as listed below. The following is a brief summary of projects currently being developed with local and foreign companies.
1.0 Piet Retief Area:
1.1 Mainly forest brushwood and stumps but will include crop residues and municipal refuse. 

1.2 Total area of forest approx 200 000 ha plus a further 200 000 ha available from adjacent communities.
1.3 Land owners include all the main forest companies plus the main local Nkosi.
1.4 Investors interested include Thuthuka, ESBI and Norwegians.
1.5 Facilitator: Amandla Resources with ZCSD focusing on community development.

2.0 Mbazwane / Tembe Area;
2.1 Mainly forested area but with potential to plant further biomass yielding crops / trees. Main potential is to promote coppice growth and harvest the whole trees for biomass as transport of logs is expensive. 
2.2 Total forested area 38 000 ha currently in the process of transfer from DWAF plus further 20 000 ha for plantings. 

2.3 Land-owners are three main local Nkosi with SAPPI currently having a contract to harvest timber till 2018. 

2.4 Investors include Thuthuka plus potentially Norwegians and Irish companies. 

2.5 Facilitator Amandla / ZCSD.
3.0 Mtunzini Area:
3.1 Mainly sugar cane waste (tops and bagasse) plus whole cane bred for coppice rather than sucrose yields since the local consortium are not contracted to supplying the local sugar millers.
3.2 Total areas a min of 5000 ha under commercial and at least 10 000 ha community owned. The commercial farmers have been assisting adjacent communities to improve their productivity successfully.
3.3 The potential biomass yield is 660 000 tons of bagasse and tops plus 340 000 tons of unprocessed or refined juice for animal feeds, alcohol and confectionary products.

3.4 investors as above plus the farming consortium

3.5 facilitators as above

There are a number of other separate potential project areas all involving local communities with Nkosi who have already expressed interest. These areas include the upper Thukela region, Ongoye / Eshowe, Kranskop, KwaXolo / Harding, eNseleni / Richards Bay, KwaMbonambi and Mtubatuba. Communications have already taken place with the appropriate Nkosi in these areas.
Clearly there is a need to prioritise on the three projects detailed above while preliminary evaluations will take place on the others listed.
Key to all these potential biomass projects will be the ability to uplift the local communities through not only biomass growing and harvesting but on a parallel basis to provide immediate jobs and income creating opportunities in which ZCSD has an established track record. 
ZCSD via Amandla Resource Development has also been invited to assist with community development and energy projects in Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
In Africa it is essential that the discussion should centre on what is really needed to create economic and environmental sustainability, rather than only on the narrow debate regarding renewable energy.
This will also assist in qualifying for Carbon Credits since community upliftment will improve the environment and should enter the evaluation of project additionality.

Dr. S P A Kelly

Amandla Resource Development

22 May 2009.
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