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Rice paddies near Mahajanga,
Western Madagascar,
where Korea's Daewoo corporation’s
attempt to take over 1,3 million
hectares toppled a president.
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many of the most fertile areas are being

cultivation, is a prime target for such

BIOFUEL EXPANSION

The world’s not only short of food, it's also
short of fuel. This has led to an explosion
of agrofuel and non-food oil plantations in
developing countries. “There’s no doubt the
need for oil and energy is another key driver of
foreign land buying,” says Dr John Purchase,
CEO of the Agricultural Business Chamber.
“Europe, for example, is establishing jatropha
plantations in Mozambique and Zambia.”
Japan and the US are also very active,
working their agrofuel interests into various
aid, trade and investment agreements with
the African continent. Brazil has cut deals for
ethanolimports and technology transfer with
several African countries including Senegal,
Nigeria, Mozambique and Angola. China
has secured a long-term deal for Nigerian
cassava for its domestic ethanol distilleries.
Africa is an obvious target for agrofuel
developers with its large land mass and
relatively cheap labour. Fifteen African

countries - nicknamed the Green Opec - have
a combined arable land base larger than India
available for agrofuel crop production.

The Mozambican government
favours jatropha and the country has
seen a rash of biofuel investment.

But in South Africa, it's currently illegal to
plant or propagate jatropha without a permit.
This repelled European company Biodiesel
Africa, which moved its plantations from South
Africa to Mozambique and built two refineries.

China recently requested 2 million
hectares for jatropha cultivation in Zambia,
the biggestlease of land in a country which
faces a food shortage following flooding and
drought during last year's growing season.

UK-based D1 Oils has planted more than
156 000ha of jatropha in countries across
Africa including Swaziland and Zambia, as
well as India and Southeast Asia. Germany’s
Flora EcoPower is investing US$77 million
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» Tofeed the world, the global food
output has to double in 21 years.

« Farmland s rapidly
disappearing worldwide due to urbanisation
and economic and industrial development,

= Land grabs by foreign countries have become a
serious issue in Africa, bringing down governments.

(over R705 million) in Ethiopia. Also, Swedish
ethanol producer Sekab Group plans to

produce 100 million litres of ethanol a year
in Tanzania by 2012, Also about to jump on
board is British-based energy firm Cams
Group, which last year bought 45 000ha in
Tanzania to produce 240 million litres of
ethanola year from sweet sorghum. British
firm Sun Biofuels also plans to grow jatropha
in Tanzania to supplement yields from its other
plantations in Ethiopia and Mozambique.

+ Sources: www.farmlandgrab.blogspot.
com, www.grain.org/briefings.
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